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Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT AND REQUEST TO DELETE INVENTOR PURSUANT TO 

37 C.F.R. S 1.48(b) 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to substantive examination of the above captioned patent application, Applicants respectfully request that 
the following request to delete Inventor and amendments be entered. 

Request to Delete Inventor Named in Prior Application Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) : 

Please delete Nicholas F. Paoni as an Inventor of the instant application pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .48(b). Claim 
38 has been cancelled, and Claims 1-3, 1 1, 18-20, 31 and 37 have been amended herein. Nicholas F. Paoni is not an 
Inventor for the claims, as amended. The processing fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i)of $130.00 is enclosed herewith. 

In the specification : 

Please delete the paragraph at page 125,line 12beginning with "36638-1056" and ending with "11/12/1997". 
In the claims : 

Please cancel Claim 38, without prejudice. 

Please amend Claims 1-3, 11, 18-20, 31 and 37 as follows: 

1. (Amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule having at least 80% nucleic acid sequence identity to 
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